NICKEL
Nickel is used to make the batteries in many electronic
TANTALUM gadgets. In Norilsk in Russia, emissions from nickel
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Mining misery
With his thin frame,
13-year-old Jean looks
T0OO WEAK TO LIFT THE
HEAVY BAGS OF ROCKS
that will be turned
into cobalt for the
electronics industry.
Yet he carries those
bags up to eleven
hours a day, six days a
week. He earns two to
four Euros a day for
his pains.
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where workers often face some miners hardly earn
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SUFFER FROM CRIPPLING LUNG
IMPROVING THE APPALLING M 13 million people are directly engaged in small-scalemining,whichis often anextremely hazardous activity. supplying the computer industry. To make matters worse, 40 per cent of
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FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN HELP AT
WWW.MAKEITFAIR.ORG

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO

Yet Jean is NOT THE ONLY
CHILD WHO RISKS HIS LIFE in
the quarries and mineshafts
every day without any form of
protection. More than a third
of all the miners in the mining
province of Katanga are
estimated to be children.

| Jean has

to use his
2 real name
or photo
in order to
protect his
identity.

Jean lives with his
parents and his four
brothers and sisters
inavillage 40
kilometres away
from the quarry. He
used to go to school,
but HE NEEDED TO
START WORKING t0
earn money to help
feed his family.

“lam very annoyed with the destiny reserved to my

village by these foreign mining companies that are

plundering our country,” says Jean.

“MY VILLAGE IS

LACKING s0 MucH. We do not have an ambulance, no

electricity, no drinking water. The health centre is poorly

equipped. The mining and trading coMPANIES ARE
ENRICHING THEMSELVES IN FRONT OF OUR EYES. Those
people are neither generous, nor compassionate.”

Turn over to find out what you can do to help
to make IT fair for children like Jean...

asked us not

Metal prices are booming, but workers in the mines of the developing world
have not reaped many of the benefits. They struggle to survive on poor
wages, while mining metals so that we can chat to our friends on the latest
mobile phones or listen to the hippest hits on our MP3 players.

In our part of the world, governments Companies like Philips, Lenovo

are making new laws to promote and Packard Bell argue that these

recycling so that the environment is issues are none of their business.

protected. Yet mining communities in Often, they don’t even bother to

poor countries are often surrounded find out where their metals have

by polluted land and waters. They come from — or whether the metals

breathe in air polluted by the in their products have been mined

emissions from metal smelters, often by children like Jean. And they don’t

with severe long-term impacts on know whether the mining activities

L their health. J behind their products have damaged
the environment for generations to
_come or not.

makelTfair thinks these

companies should make it their

business to find out what is

happening further down their
supply chain — and they should
start working for change. As

such a big consumer of the
world’s metals, they could

really make a huge difference
—making life better for miners

and helping to protect our

planet from further damage!
.
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This is how you can help!
Log onto www.makelTfair to SEND AN E-MAIL |
TO THE BIGGEST ELECTRONICS COMPANIES. Ask &
them to improve conditions for minersand |4
| workers at the bottom of their supply chain
and to clean up their act when it comes to
environmental pollution!
e g
If you've bought a new mobile
phone or MP3 player, leave your |
| oldoneintheshop or TakeIrTo SR
ARECYCLING POINT! Remember ~ |*
to do the same for old batteries! ¥
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